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Issa said he hopes Chu can “set the record straight.”

Republicans have been investigating the Energy Department’s loan guarantee 

program for more than a year. The probe gained traction last year when 

Solyndra, the solar company that received a $539 million loan guarantee in 

2009, went bankrupt.

GOP lawmakers have alleged that the administration did not adequately oversee 

the program and officials doled out loans to companies that were friendly to the 

White House.

A year-long investigation of the Solyndra loan guarantee conducted by House 

Energy and Commerce Committee Republicans has found no evidence of 

political influence. But the probe has uncovered a number of details that could 

prove uncomfortable or politically damaging to the White House, including that 

administration officials questioned the wisdom of issuing the loan guarantee.

Chu has been a consistent target of GOP criticism of the loan program, 

appearing before Congress at several hearings. But the Cabinet secretary has 

strongly rejected Republican criticism of the loan program, arguing it is 

essential to boost projects that might not otherwise receive private-sector 

financing.

The Energy Department finalized the $1.6 billion BrightSource loan guarantee 

in April of 2011.

—Ben Geman contributed to this story.
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